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One of the complex chal lenges facing those
involved with graduate education is defining and
identifying excellence. The methodology for the
study is mixed methods, including a meta—synthesis
of related literature, factor analyses of key
empirical data from 76 U.S. universities, 40 years
of participant-observation, and interviews/
observations here in Japan. Based on the empirical
results from the triangulated data, a normative
blueprint for excellence in graduate education is
developed for discussion and debate.
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